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MEDIA ADVISORY/PRESS RELEASE
 Contact: Jim Mercer, Macon Area Habitat for Humanity; 478-258-8636 (mobile) -or- 

D.J. Dammann, Macon Area Habitat for Humanity; 478-973-2107 (mobile)
        
   

- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -

March 22, 2011
Macon Area Habitat for Humanity commences its 25th anniversary with the dedication of its 75th home. The dedication represents the work of people coming together as a community to eliminate substandard housing in Bibb and Jones counties.
On March 29, 2011 at 12:00pm, Macon Area Habitat for Humanity will dedicate its 75th home, owned by Milton Webster, a disabled veteran. The home is located at 935 Taylor St. in east Macon. Mr. Webster is the 251st person to move into a Habitat-built home.
The Taylor St. home is rehabbed house in a revitalized city block in east Macon. Through a unique partnership between the Macon Housing Authority, Disability Connections and Macon Area Habitat for Humanity, Mr. Webster is able to utilize funds available to him to pay his mortgage and manage his care.
Part of the Habitat homeownership experience includes contributing 300 hours of sweat equity as a volunteer for Macon Area Habitat for Humanity. Mr. Webster contributed his time as an assistant at Macon Habitat’s ReStore, which sells home improvement supplies and building materials. ReStore shoppers will recognize Milton’s smiling face and hearty welcome, greeting visitors and helping customers locate merchandise. The ReStore is located at 690 Holt Ave. in Macon.
Work on the Taylor St. home included construction of a handicapped-accessible ramp, installation of assistive devices throughout, and complete updating of materials, such as floor installation and repainting of the home. Much of the work was completed by volunteer groups, including First Presbyterian Day School and employees of Atlanta Gas and Light. Other sponsors and supporters of the rehab project include the Rinnai Corporation; Eric Griffin Construction; Wilson-Bryant Air Conditioning; Fall-Line Electronics; American Carpet and Cleaning; Vineville United Methodist Church; Valspar; Yale Locks; Whirlpool; Den 6 of Pack 170 of the Boy Scouts of America; and the Methodist Home for Children and Youth.
The 75th home dedication is open to the public. A short ceremony celebrating the occasion and blessing of the home will take place and refreshments will be provided by Five Guys Burgers & Fries and Jock’s & Jill’s. 
Additional activities commemorating Macon Area Habitat for Humanity’s 25th anniversary are planned throughout the spring.
About Macon Area Habitat for Humanity

Macon Area Habitat for Humanity is an ecumenical Christian housing ministry with a mission to eliminate substandard housing in Bibb and Jones Counties. The affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International was founded in 1986 and has built homes throughout its service area. Currently, the affiliate is focused on building homes in Macon’s Lynmore Estates neighborhood in south Macon and originally established by WWII veterans and their families. Macon Area Habitat for Humanity operates a home improvement and building supplies store – ReStore – which sells new & used construction materials & home supplies at discounted prices. The ReStore keeps material out of landfills each year by selling the goods to others. All proceeds from ReStore sales directly benefit Macon Area Habitat for Humanity. The ReStore and Macon Habitat’s offices are located at 690 Holt Ave. in Macon, Georgia. Additional information may be found online at www.maconhabitat.org, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mahfh, or by calling 478-745-0630.
